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String
 Fun

in the
 Summer Sun

Upper Midwest String and Chamber Music Conference
A non-audition camp for all string students in grades 7–12, July 22–27

The Upper Midwest String and Chamber Music Conference, spon-
sored by MNSOTA, is ideal for students seeking a non-competitive 
week playing string orchestra and chamber music. All students 
who apply are accepted. On the first day of camp, teachers hear 
students play to assess their experience and divide students into 
orchestras and chamber groups according to age and ability. Each 
day, students have a technique class, orchestra rehearsal, orchestra 
sectional and chamber music coaching. The evenings are filled with 
a variety of student and faculty concerts and recreation activities.

Now in its 34th year, the conference is jointly sponsored by The 
College of St. Benedict in St. Joseph and MNSOTA. The College 
of St. Benedict boasts a lovely and easily accessible (though safely 
isolated) campus situated between fields and woods. The facility 
includes the 1,000 seat Benedicta Arts Center, state-of-the-art 

Selected Summer Programs 

For Students And Teachers

This article summarizes information on summer pro-

grams in Minnesota and nearby states. Student op-

portunities are mostly for pre-college age students. 

Teacher training opportunities are pedagogy classes 

for teachers and college students. Intern opportuni-

ties (above) are paid coaching positions designed 

for college students or others at the beginning of 

their career.
Legend:	 R&B — room and board 

	
gr — grades 

	
opt — optional 

	
aud — audition 

	
req — required

facilities, ample practice rooms, free ample parking and a wide 
variety of activities. Students are housed in air-conditioned campus 
dormitories.

This conference boasts a high percentage of return students. 
Once students come, they’re hooked. Students speak highly of both 
their musical experience and of the camaraderie with students and 
faculty alike. “I love this camp,” is a frequent comment from all 
involved.

The registration form and health information form are on 
pages 37–38 and can be downloaded from www.MNSOTA.org. We 
have a small pool of scholarship money available to assist students 
who would otherwise not be able to attend. For more information, 
please contact Dr. J. David Arnott, 37 College Ave. S., St. Joseph, 
MN 56374, 320-363-5389, darnott@csbsju.edu  Q
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… announcing the thirty-fourth annual

July 22–27, 2012
This conference for 7th through 12th grade students will 
feature two string orchestras with daily rehearsals and 
sectionals, coached chamber ensembles, master classes, 
faculty and student recitals, and a varied program of 
recreation planned and supervised by a Recreation 
Director. The faculty of distinguished artist-teachers is 
aided by a corps of outstanding college student interns, 
making possible considerable individual attention. The 
conference takes place in the state-of-the art Benedicta 
Arts Center on the campus of The College of St. Benedict 
in St. Joseph.

Complete information, including registration 
forms, scholarship application and health 
information forms can be downloaded at:

www.MNSOTA.org
or contact:  Dr. J. David Arnott,

37 College Ave. S.,
St. Joseph, MN 56374,

320-363-5389,
darnott@csbsju.edu

String Fun in the Summer Sun

Student opportunities in Minnesota
Upper Midwest String and Chamber Music Conference: July 
22–27, College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph. $320; opt R&B $243. We 
have a small pool of scholarship money available to assist students 
who would otherwise not be able to attend. Co-sponsored by 
MNSOTA. Gr 7–12. All applicants accepted. Two string orches-
tras, sectional rehearsals, technique classes, chamber ensembles, 
masterclasses, recitals. Deadline June 22. Contact: J. David Arnott, 
CSB/SJU Music Department, 
37 College Ave. South, St. 
Joseph, MN 56379, 320-363-
5389, darnott@csbsju.edu, www.
mnsota.org/summercamp.html

GTCYS Summer Orches-
tra: Tuesdays 7:00-8:45, May 
29–July 17 Mayflower Church, 
Mpls; concert July 17, 7:00 
Como Park. 2 levels of orches-
tra. No aud. $20 reg + $215; 
discount if paid before 4/27; 
scholarships available. Any 
grade; note-reading experience 
req. Deadline May 11. Contact: 
GTCYS, 408 St. Peter St., 
Suite 300, St. Paul, MN 55102, 
651-602-6800, www.gtcys.org

Stringwood Summer 
Chamber Music for Strings: 
June 10–24. Lanesboro. $50 
reg + $1450 incl R&B. Ages 
12–19. Intensive chamber 
music study with the Artaria 
String Quartet and guests 
Andrea Een violin, Jonathan 
Sturm violin, Renée Moore-
Skerik viola, Laura Thielke 
cello. Daily coachings and 
masterclasses. Private lessons 
available. DVD or live audi-
tion. Rolling deadline. Contact: Stringwood, 980 Bellows St., St. 
Paul, MN 55118, 651-554-1777, www.stringwood.com

Bravo! Summer String and Keyboard Institute: June 10–July 
7, U of M, Minneapolis. $75 reg + $1600 + $1600 opt R&B. 
High school–college age. Private lessons, technique classes, mas-
ter classes, chamber music, concerts. Deadline May 10. Contact: 
Sally O’Reilly, 612-624-0846, oreil004@umn.edu, https://music.umn.
edu/Events/Bravo

Summer Music Strings Institute: June 17–22, Gustavus Adol-
phus College, St. Peter. $500. Gr 9–12. Orchestra, lessons, theory, 
ear-training, solo performances. Contact: Justin Knoepfel, 800 W. 
College Ave, St. Peter, MN 56082, 507-933-7360, jknoepfe@gustavus.
edu, gustavus.edu/camps/stringinstitute.

St. Olaf Summer Music Camp: June 17–23, Northfield. $595 
before May 1, $645 after May 1 incl R&B. Gr 9–12. Orchestra, les-
sons, chamber music, choir, band, ear training, theory, electives. 
Contact: St. Olaf College, 1520 St. Olaf Ave., Northfield, MN 
55057, 507-786-3042, 800-726-6523, summer@stolaf.edu, http://www.

stolaf.edu/camps/musiccamp
Soiva International Music Camp: June 17–24, Concordia 

College, Moorhead. $750. Age 11–17; 3 years of instrumental ex-
perience req. Finnish music instruction in piano, violin, flute, 
clarinet and composition. Discount before Mar 1; scholarships 
available. Contact: soivaatcord@yahoo.com, www.finlandiafoundation.
org/Soiva.

Mississippi Strings Camp: June 18–22, mornings, Apollo HS 
Music Rooms, St. Cloud. $75. Gr 4–12. Three levels of orches-

tra, sectionals, electronic 
instruments, fiddling, final 
concert. No aud. Contact: 
Beverley Williams, 320-252-
6657, eckblad-williams@charter.
net, mississsippistrings@charter.
net. Register online: stcloud-
communityed.com “Special in-
terests”

GTCYS East Metro 
String Orchestra Camp: June 
18–22, 8:00 a.m.–noon; con-
cert June 22 12:30 p.m. White 
Bear Lake. No aud. $15 reg 
+ $195; scholarships available. 
Age 8–14 with 2–4 yrs playing 
experience. Deadline June 
8. Contact: GTCYS, 408 St. 
Peter St., Suite 300, St. Paul, 
MN 55102, 651-602-6800, www.
gtcys.org

Allegro Orchestra Camp: 
June 18–22 and 25–28, 9 
a.m.–2 p.m., MacPhail Center, 
Minneapolis. $550. Gr 3–12; 
minimum 2 yrs of playing 
and note-reading experi-
ence.  Three levels of orches-
tras. Daily sectionals, master-
classes; performances. Side-
by-side concert with Allegro 

Con Brio orchestra. Deadline May 15. All students accepted. Place-
ment audition May 29, 31, June 2. Contact: MacPhail Center, 501 
S. 2nd St., Minneapolis MN 55401, 612-321-0100, www.macphail.org

FiddlePal Camp Midwest: June 19–22. 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
Age 9–adult. St Paul Lutheran Church, Stillwater. $425 if regis-
tered before May 30. Opt. camping. Students will learn bluegrass, 
Canadian, jazz, Appalachian, Irish, and blues for fiddle, mandolin, 
guitar and bass; clogging, jam, barn dance. Brian Wicklund, Lis-
sa Schneckenburger, Trevor Krieger & others. Deadline June 20. 
Contact Marty at 651-275-0171, martybutton@mac.com, www.fiddlepal.
com/camp.html

McNally Smith College of Music Guitar Workshop: June 28–
July 3, St. Paul. $475 + $455 opt R&B. Age 13 & up. For guitarists at 
all skill levels; music reading, variety of guitar styles, studio record-
ing, perform in band. Discount before March 31. Contact: Jerry 
Kosak jerry.kosak@mcnallysmith.ed, http://summerworkshops.mcnallysmith.
edu/

Northern Lights Music Festival: July 1–20, Aurora. $100 reg 
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+ $2400 incl R&B. For serious pianists and instrumentalists of all 
ages. Chamber music and solo performances, private lessons, cham-
ber music coachings, daily theory and sight singing classes; concerts 
nearly everyday. Deadline Apr 1. Contact: Veda Zuponcic, 856-795-
1830, www.northernlightsmusic.org

Sartory String Quartet Institute—Sponsored by MacPhail 
Center for Music: July 9–19, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. MacPhail Min-
neapolis. $20 reg + $500. Age 11–18; gr 6–12. Participants perform 
in two quartets; violinists are 1st violin in one quartet and 2nd vio-
lin in the other. Deadline April 13. Aud May 2. Contact: MacPhail 
Center, 501 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis MN 55401, 612-321-0100, www.
macphail.org

MacPhail Introductory Chamber Music Camp for Adults: 
July 9, 11, 12, 6:00–8:00 p.m. MacPhail Minneapolis. $165. Dead-
line June 1. Placement audition by appointment May 1–June 15. 
Contact: Jeremy Swider, MacPhail Center, 501 S. 2nd St., Minne-
apolis, MN 55401, 612-767-5399.

MacPhail Adult Chamber Music Camp: July 9, 11, 12, 16, 18, 
19, 6:00–9:00 p.m., MacPhail Minneapolis. $360. Deadline June 
1. Placement audition by appointment May 2–June 17. Contact: 
Jeremy Swider, MacPhail Center, 501 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis, MN 
55401, 612-767-5399.

Children’s Music Workshop: July 9–20, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. $550. 
Age 6–12. The Saint Paul Conservatory of Music. Fun exploration; 
choice of electives of particular interest including violin masterclass, 
cello masterclass, viola da gamba consort, guitar class. Contact: The 
Saint Paul Conservatory of Music, 29 East Exchange St, St. Paul, 
MN 55101, 651-224-2205, www.thespcm.org

MacPhail String Chamber Music Camp: July 16–20, 9:30–11:45 
a.m., MacPhail Minneapolis. $180. Age 9–12; gr 4–6. Minimum 
level: one year playing experience. All applicants accepted. Double 
quartets, classes, performances. Deadline June 1. Placement audi-
tion by appointment. Contact: Karen Moon, MacPhail Center, 501 
S. 2nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55401, 612-767-5484.

MacPhail Suzuki Institute for Piano, Guitar and Flute. July 
23–27, MacPhail Minneapolis. For Suzuki students who have 
completed the Twinkle Variations. $135-$450 depending on level. 
Deadline June 4. Contact: MacPhail Center, 501 S. 2nd St., Min-
neapolis MN 55401, 612-321-0100, www.macphail.org

Young Artist Concerto Competition—Lakes Area Music Fes-
tival. Prize is solo performance August 5 in Brainerd plus weekend 
accomodations for family of 4 at Grand View Lodge on Gull Lake. 
Video audition deadline April 15. For string, wind, brass and piano 
students age 18 and younger from Minnesota. $35 application fee. 
Contact: Lakes Area Music Festival, 1001 Kingwood St. #114, Brain-
erd, MN 56401, www.LakesAreaMusic.org

MacPhail Chamber Music and Orchestra Camp II: August 
6–10, 9 a.m.–4 p.m., MacPhail Minneapolis. $385. Age 12–18; gr 
7–12. All applicants accepted. Deadline June 29. Placement audition 
July 14. Contact: MacPhail Center, 501 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis MN 
55401, 612-321-0100, www.macphail.org

Mount Olivet School of Music Summer Orchestra Camp: 
Minneapolis. Aug 15–18, 9 a.m.–noon. $135. Gr 4–6. Small group 
lessons; sectionals; large group. Contact: 612-767-2262, http://www.
mtolivet.org/summer.html

Crow River Area Youth Orchestra Summer Camp for Strings: 
summer camp in Willmar area in August, info@crayouthorchestra.org, 
www.crayo.org

MYS Minnesota Youth Symphonies: No summer programs in 
2012; look for them to return in 2013. www.mnyouthsymphonies.org

Student Opportunities in Nearby States
Dakota Suzuki Institute: June 4–8. Bismarck ND. $275 before May 
15. Current or new violin, viola, cello Suzuki students (age 3+). Les-
sons, classes, enrichment. Rolling deadline. Contact: Bismarck State 
College, CETI, PO Box 5587, Bismarck, ND 58506, 701-224-5600, 
877-846-9387, www.bismarckstate.edu/ceti

Interlochen Early Music Workshop: June 9–14, Interlochen, 
MI. $450; discount before April 1. Adult. Renaissance music, con-
certs. Rolling deadline. Contact: Admissions Office, PO Box 199, 
Interlochen, MI 49643, 231-276-7472, http://college.interlochen.org/
program/early-music-workshop

Madeline Island Music Camp: Madeline Is, WI. Chamber Music 
for Strings June 10–July 1, $35 reg + $3120 incl R&B. For strings ages 
14–24. Advanced Quartet Program June 10–July 8, $35 reg + $4160 
incl R&B. For strings ages 18–24. Chamber music, private lessons. 
Auditions before March 20. Contact: Madeline Island Music Camp, 
118 East 26th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55404, 612-871-7781, info@
music-camp.org, http://www.music-camp.org

Schoolhouse Fiddle Camps: Avoca NE. Camp 1 June 11–15, 
$200. For beginners: course of study designed for the campers who 
register. Camp 2 July 9–13, $200 full week; less for part week. For 
intermediate/advanced: reading music, playing by ear, jamming. 
Both camps 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Contact: Deborah Greenblatt, 
debby@greenblattandseay.com, www.greenblattandseay.com

Dakota Chamber Music Workshop for Strings, Winds and 
Piano: Minot State University, ND. For all programs: deadline 
April 13. Rehearsals, coachings, masterclasses, performances. Con-
tact: Dakota Chamber Music, Division of Music, 500 University 
Ave W., Minot ND, 58707, 701-858-3576, 800-777-0750, erik.ander-
son@minotstateu.edu, http://www.minotstateu.edu/dcm/

DCM HS Program: June 11–17. $450 incl R&B. Gr 9–12.
DCM Adult Workshop: June 11–17. $400 + opt R&B. Univer-

sity age & non-professional adults. Credit available.
DCM Adult Retreat: June 14–17. $200 + opt R&B. University 

age & non-professional adults. Credit available.
Interlochen Classical Guitar Workshop: June 16–18, Interlo-

chen, MI. $350; discount before April 1. Adult. Minimum 1 yr of 
serious study. Rolling deadline. Contact: Admissions Office, PO 
Box 199, Interlochen, MI 49643, 231-276-7472, http://college.interlo-
chen.org/program/classical-guitar-workshop

Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp: June 17–August 25. Twin Lake, 
MI. Various sessions 4 days to 2 weeks: Suzuki camp, intermediate 
orchestra, high school orchestra, adult programs. Contact: Admis-
sions, 300 E. Crystal Lake Rd, Twin Lake, MI 49457, 231-894-
1966, 800-221-3796, fax 231-893-5120, www.bluelake.org

Interlochen Arts Camp: Interlochen, MI. June 23–August 6. 2 
wks for Gr 3-6 $40 reg + $3050 incl R&B; 3 wks for Gr 6–9 $40 reg + 
$4745 incl R&B; 6 wks for Gr 9-12 $40 reg + $7585 incl R&B. Orches-
tra, chamber music, lessons, wide variety of enrichment classes. 
Contact: Admissions Office, PO Box 199, 9900 Diamond Park Rd., 
Interlochen, MI 49643-0199, 231-276-7472, admissions@interlochen.org, 
www.interlochen.org

UW-Whitewater String Orchestra Camp: June 24–29, 
Whitewater, WI. $265 + $95 opt. R&B. Junior Camp Gr 7–8; 
Senior Camp Gr 9–12. Orchestra, fiddling, improv, theory, con-
ducting/sight reading. Deadline: May 1. Contact: University of 
Wisconsin, 800 West Main St., 2005 Roseman, Whitewater, WI 
53190, 800-622-0350, fax 262-472-5241, cesevents@uww.edu, http://
www.uww.edu/conteduc/camps/string/ 

Lutheran Summer Music Academy: June 24–July 22, Lu-
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ther College, Decorah IA. $2995 incl R&B; financial assistance 
available. Gr 8–12. Lessons, chamber music, jazz, orchestra, band, 
choir, solo, early music, masterclasses, concerts, classes. Rolling 
deadline. Contact: 122 W. Franklin Ave., #230, Minneapolis, MN 
55404, 888-635-6583, 612-230-3291, admissions@LutheranSummerMu-
sic.org, www.LutheranSummerMusic.org

Birch Creek Music Performance Center: Symphony Acad-
emy: June 25–July 7, Egg Harbor, WI. $1985 incl R&B. Orches-
tra, sectionals, chamber music, theory classes. Rolling deadline. 
Contact: Symphony Academy Session, Birch Creek Music Per-
formance Center, 3821 County E, P.O. Box 230, Egg Harbor, WI 
54209, 920-868-3763, mainoffice@birchcreek.org, www.birchcreek.org

Interlochen Violin & Piano Seminar for the Visually Im-
paired: June 28–30, Interlochen, MI. $200; discount before April 
1. Adults at all levels of visual impairment. Beginners and students 
with experience; lessons, ear training. Rolling deadline. Contact: 
Admissions Office, PO Box 199, Interlochen, MI 49643, 231-276-
7472, http://college.interlochen.org/program/violin-and-piano-seminar-
visually-impaired

Alternative Style Strings Camp: July 1–6, Shell Lake, WI. 
$540 incl R&B. Gr 6–12. Jazz, blues, pop and fiddle music taught 
by Randy Sabien and Molly Nordin. Contact: Shell Lake Arts 
Center, 802 1st St., Shell Lake, WI 54871, 715-468-2414, info@Shell-
LakeArtsCenter.org, www.ShellLakeArtsCenter.org

Green Lake Chamber Music Camp: July 1–14, Green Lake, 
WI. $100 reg + $850 + $850 opt. R&B. High school and college 
strings and piano. Daily chamber music rehearsals and coach-
ing, masterclasses, sight reading sessions, performances. Discount 
before Mar 15. Contact: Green Lake Festival of Music, P.O. Box 
569, Green Lake, WI 54941, 800-662-7097, info@greenlakefestival.org, 
www.greenlakechambermusiccamp.com

The Clearing—Chamber Music for Strings: July 8–14, Ellison 
Bay, WI. $495 + opt R&B Intermediate to advanced level players. 
String quartets coached by Klara Fenyo Bahcall. Contact: Regis-
trar, P.O. Box 65, Ellison Bay, WI 54210, 920-854-4088, 877-854-
3225, clearing@theclearing.org, www.theclearing.org

International Music Camp: All programs held at Interna-
tional Peace Garden (Manitoba/North Dakota). Deadline May 
1. Contact: International Music Camp, 1111 11th Ave S.W., Mi-
not, ND 58701, 701-838-1351, info@internationalmusiccamp.com, 
www.internationalmusiccamp.com

IMC Guitar: July 8-14. $370 incl R&B. Gr 6–adult. Differ-
ent levels of guitar instruction in a variety of styles including folk, 
classical, jazz, and rock. For acoustic or electric guitars.

IMC Orchestra: July 22–28. $370 incl R&B. Gr 5–12. Four 
orchestras, masterclasses, sectional rehearsals, theory, chamber 
groups, private lessons.

IMC Fiddle School: July 22–28. $370 incl R&B. For interme-
diate and advanced players; focus on various fiddling styles.

IMC Adult String Orchestra: July 28–31. $215 incl R&B. Large 
ensemble, chamber music, optional lessons $15 additional

School of the Arts at Rhinelander: Rhinelander, WI. July 
22–27. Instrumental lessons for adults (fiddle, mandolin, guitar, 
harmonica, mountain dulcimer); music appreciation. Contact: 
Jan Severson, School of the Arts at Rhindelander, UW-Madison 
Continuing Studies, 21 N Park St., Madison WI 53715, 608-262-
0557, 877-336-7836, jseverson@dcs.wisc.edu, www.soa.dcs.wisc.edu

Guitar and Bass Workshop: July 29–August 3, Shell Lake, WI. 
$540 incl R&B. All ages. All styles of electric and acoustic guitar 
and bass. Contact: Shell Lake Arts Center, 802 1st St., Shell Lake, 
WI 54871, 715-468-2414, info@ShellLakeArtsCenter.org, www.Shell-
LakeArtsCenter.org

American Suzuki Institute: July 29–August 4, August 5–11, 
Stevens Point, WI. $100 reg + $415–$490 for one week program 
depending on level; $895 for two week chamber music program. 
R&B additional. July 29–August 4: violin, cello, bass, harp, piano 
for children at all levels. August 5–11: violin, viola, cello, guitar and 
piano for children at all levels. Deadline June 15. Contact: Patricia 
D’Ercole, Director, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Stevens 
Point, WI 54481-3897, 715-346-3033; fax 715-346-3858; suzuki@uwsp.
edu, www.uwsp.edu/suzuki/asi

Interlochen Adult Chamber Music Camp: August 13–19, In-
terlochen, MI. 2011 tuition was $450. Adult. Chamber music, 
concerts. Rolling deadline. Contact: Admissions Office, PO Box 
199, Interlochen, MI 49643, 231-276-7472, http://college.interlochen.
org/college-creative-arts-programs

Interlochen String Chamber Orchestra Weedend: August 
15–18, Interlochen, MI. 2011 tutuion was $225. Adult. Chamber 
music, concerts. Rolling deadline. Contact: Admissions Office, 
PO Box 199, Interlochen, MI 49643, 231-276-7472, http://college.
interlochen.org/college-creative-arts-programs

String Fun in the Summer Sun  Continued from page 3
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THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL UPPER MIDWEST 
STRING AND CHAMBER MUSIC CONFERENCE (July 22-27, 2012) 

To enable us to make all necessary arrangements and to secure your spot in the string conference, please complete the 
registration form below and return it with a $50.00 (non-refundable) deposit and a completed Health Information Form as 
early as possible, but no later than June 22. The balance of fees, including housing and meal fees must arrive at the 
College of St. Benedict Music Department no later than Monday, July 9, and no one will be admitted to the conference 
unless fees are fully paid.  This deadline eliminates long check-in lines on Sunday, July 22.  No refunds of any kind will be 
made after July 13 including housing and meal fees.

Name________________________________  Instrument     _________________________ 

School____________________________  Grade, Fall ’12_____Age_____  Gender    M    F  

Parent’s name________________________Address______________________________ 

City__________________________________   State_______________Zip____________ 

Telephone no. _____________________   Teacher’s name_________________________ 

Best email address to contact you (please write clearly) ____________________________ 

Last solo piece you played:  Composer:______________ Title:_______________________ 

Are you are interested in playing in the student recital: No__ Yes__(include teacher’s recommendation) 

Roommate request (if any): Name______________________City____________________ 

Check the appropriate box(es): 
[  ]  Tuition fee*………....................................................................................................       $320.00      
[  ]  Dormitory room (double occupancy, Sunday thru Thursday nights).................…… $128.00    
[  ]  All meals (Monday morning thru Friday evening)..............................………………..  $115.00 

For Day Students:
[  ]  Lunch plan            (lunch Mon.-Fri.)………....................................................………      $  39.00 
[  ]  Dinner plan           (dinner Mon.-Fri.)………………………...…………….............. $  44.00 

      
*Sunday picnic dinner included in cost of tuition.          T-shirt size ________
 

                                                                                                      
Total   $______                                 

          
Enclosed  $______ 

Balance Due  $______ 
                                                                    
Special dietary needs (if any):_________________________________________ 

Housing and Meal Fees Subject to Change—Checks Payable to: The College of St. Benedict 

Mail to: J. David Arnott, CSB/SJU Music Department, 37 College Ave. South, St. Joseph, MN 56379  
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